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ther the impetuosity of his temper will suffer him
to wait for that assistance: various events in
India might offer opportunities which he might
deem (and perhaps with reason) favourable to the
success of his hostile projects; and without pre-
tending to estimate the considerations which may
govern his conduct; it is evident that while we
remain without a soldier prepared to take the
field in the Carnatic, and without an ally to assist
our operations, we yield to this implacable adver-
sary the decided advantage of selecting the time
and mode of his long-meditated attack against
our defenceless possessions. Under these circum-
stances, I have never considered that the option
between temporary peace and immediate war
resided in our hands. The motionless condition
of our army on the coast, contrasted with the
advanced state of Tippoo's preparations,, places in
his hands not ofily that option, but the choice of
the moment of conquest; for in our present
weakness, his first assault must be successful,
whatever might afterwards be regained by our
perseverance and resolution, The true state of
the question,, therefore, is, whether, by continuing
unarmed and unallied, we shall abandon the issues
of peace, war, and certain victory, to the discre-
tion of a vindictive enemy, or whether by resuming
the power of meeting him in the field, we shall
replace in our hands the advantages which he now
possesses.